Standard Chartered Bank hosts its annual Ladies’ Golf Charity Tournament for Seeing is Believing 

7 March 2011, Qatar – 70 ladies participated in the Fourth Annual Ladies’ Golf Tournament to raise funds for Seeing is Believing, a sight restoration programme on the 1st of March.  This year, the tournament raised over QAR 200,000 from sponsorships and players.

The Standard Chartered Ladies Golf Tournament was the first ladies golf event sponsored by a corporate when it was first launched four years ago. The event was designed for the increasing female golfing community of Doha while promoting golf as a sport, and was also the first tournament to promote a charitable cause for sight restoration. 

The event, organized through the Ladies’ section at the Doha Golf Club attracts a large number of corporate sponsorships each year and this year was no different. Companies like Prime Power and Al Fardan were platinum sponsors of the event whilst continuing support from companies like Shell, Qatar Kentz and Apollo Enterprises, among others as well as private donations from individual sponsors, ensured the success of the Bank’s flagship sustainability initiative. 

 

The funds raised from the tournament will be used to perform restorative surgery for cases of avoidable blindness such as cataract operations. Last year’s proceeds were presented to Islamia Eye Hospital in Dhaka, Bangladesh where the Bank has built a children’s ward for the sole purpose of providing free eye care and surgery to underprivileged children.

David Godwin, Chief Executive of the Bank in Qatar said, “We are overwhelmed with the generosity and support of the sponsors. The Standard Chartered Ladies Golf Tournament has provided a great opportunity to rally golfers and the community to raise funds for a common goal to help eradicate avoidable blindness and make a socio-economic difference to the community”.

David added “Due to the increasing popularity of the ladies” tournament, we are pleased to announce that this year for the first time we will be hosting a tournament for men on 14th of April 2011”. 

2011 Qatar Open
Max Williams, a 21 year old from Surrey in England, completed a fine hat-trick by winning the 2011 Qatar Open golf tournament for the third straight year last month.

Williams scored a 226 total over three rounds to defeat compatriots Joshua White and Curtis Griffiths who were second and third respectively on 230 gross with Hamad Mubarak taking fourth spot with 232.

This year’s success for Williams came relatively easy compared to his previous triumphs. In 2009, as a 19 year old, he won after a sudden death play-off with fellow countryman Steven Brown and last year he needed another play-off to defeat Surrey colleague Alex Christie. But this year he won by a comfortable four shot margin.

“It feels great to win the tournament for the third consecutive time” Williams said, whose reward for victory is a place in the 2012 Commercialbank Qatar Masters.    
Tasweeq Golf Challenge

Tasweeq hosted a golf challenge on Doha Golf Club’s Academy Course for 36 players on March 6th, 2011.  The ‘Tasweeq Golf Challenge’ was one of the networking activities held in conjunction with the 15th Annual Condensate & Naphthe Forum taking place in Doha on March 7th and 8th where Tasweeq is the official host.
The winners of the 2-man Texas Scramble are as follows:

1st
Bjorn-Ovin Wivestad

30 Nett


Phil Wright

2nd
Alan McCanava


32.4 Nett

Kevin Buijs

3rd
Riaan Welgemoed

32.5 Nett


Anis Ahmad Abdul Rahman

Prizes were also awarded to the Most Innovative Team and the Most Exercised Team.
As for special prizes, Ms. Pornpit Sutivijit took home the trophy for Longest Drive on hole 8, while Gary von Berg claimed the prize for Nearest the Pin on hole 4 and the last of the novelty prizes, Nearest the Rope on 7 was awarded to Ron Murray.

Special thanks went out to all of the delegates as well as Tasweeq’s clients and asscociates. 
AmCham Qatar Hosts First Golf Tournament for US and Qatari Business Community 
March 6, 2011 Doha:  The American Chamber of Commerce in Qatar (AmCham) hosted the first annual AmCham Qatar golf tournament at Doha Golf Club. Dozens of AmCham members and business executives participated in the event sponsored by twenty four companies including Gold Sponsors: Qatar Airways, Bechtel, ConocoPhillips, ExxonMobil, Chevron, AECOM, Business Trading Company, Qatar National Facilities Service, Patton Boggs LLP, SEPAM, State Street and Shaqab Abela Catering Services Company.

The participants concluded the event with a banquet and awards ceremony, in which the tournament winners were recognized as follows:

In 1st place the team comprising of Moninder Sokhi,  Tom Davis, John Stavola and Bernado Gogno with a score of nett 60.  In 2nd place the team of Nick Junod, Craig Wilson,  Royal Edmundsson and Neal Wood finishing with a 62 nett on countback and at the heels in 3rd place was David Holdway, Bob Monroe, Gavin Brown and Jim Gartner.

Skills Challenges were also introduced and the following winners awarded:

Nearest the Pin (Top 2 Ranked Players per Team)
Hole 3

Karl Bishop 
 
Nearest the Pin (Top 2 Ranked Players per Team)
Hole 8

Moninder Sokhi 
Nearest the Pin (Lowest 2 Ranked Players per Team)
Hole 13

Keith Whitney    
Nearest the Pin (Lowest 2 Ranked Players per Team)
Hole 17

Keith Robinson   
Nearest the Rope




Hole 5

Nick Junod           
Longest Drive





Hole 10

Tom Davis

Qatar Airways awarded one lucky winner with two Business Class tickets to any destination on the airline’s network. Earlier, Stuttgart became Qatar Airways’ 99th destination. Next month the airline will launch its 100th destination to Aleppo, Syria.

Jotun Paints Golf Challenge

The 6th Jotun Paints golf tournament proved a huge success for all its golfing participants and guests. This annual event, held at Doha Golf Club, attracted 76 of Jotun’s corporate clients to compete in a 4-Man Texas Scramble event over 18 holes on the Championship Course.  To ensure that the best team won, each participant was allowed a minimum of 3 drives with 10% of the combined handicap to count.  

Adding their names to the hall of fame were: 

Henk Pienaar, Frank Harrigan, John O’Bank and Ian Waddell taking first place with a combined nett score of 62 on countback.  Nigel Couper, Alan Crozier, Bill Maibusch and Robin Mace placed second also with a net 62 on countback.

Skill Challenge prizes went to:

Chris Myers – Longest Drive on hole 10 in handicap category 1 -18 and Danny Waiter on hole 6 in the 19 – 28 handicap category.  Hisham Al Rashid – Nearest to the Pin on hole 8 in handicap category 1 -18 and Ian Waddell on hole 13 in the 19 – 28 handicap category.  An additional skill prize included Nearest to the Paint Pot won by John O’Bank.

Guardian Wealth Monthly Medal
The March Guardian Wealth Monthly Medal was hotly contested as qualification for the Doha Golf Club Match Play was also at stake with the top 16 players from Flight ‘A’ qualifying for Flight ‘A’ in the Match Play and the top 32 from Flights ‘B’ and ‘C’ combined qualifying for Flight ‘B’ in the Match Play.

In good scoring conditions, Chris Harper scored a gross 77 (Nett 71) to win Flight ‘A’ after an excellent back nine of level par 36 while Terry Farnworth, playing off 14, won Flight ‘B’ with a Nett score of 71 after scoring a gross 85. 

Flight ‘C’ was won by junior member Jung Bin Kim with a superb score of Nett 62 (gross 82) while Lynn Mitchell won the Ladies Flight with a Nett 76. 

Vodafone Qatar Monthly Mug
Vodafone Qatar hosted yet another successful Mug at the Doha Golf Club in the middle of March with a full field of players taking part. 

In Flight A, Ian McInerney took the top spot with a fine score of 36 points while Flight B was won by Jang Su Ung with a score of 44 points. Flight C was closely contested with Norihito Ono claiming first place on countback with 37 points.
In the ladies division Elizabeth Flowers beat 14 ladies to take the winners title with 39 points. 

BASF Corporate Golf Day

The team of Richard Bolton, Edwin Schultz, Pieter Fourie and William Hadlow were the winners of the fifth BASF sponsored scramble at Doha Golf Club which attracted a full field of players. They recorded a score of 61 Nett beating the 2nd place team of Jim Anderson, Johan Van Vuuren, Shaun White and Vincent Mulholland who carded a score of 62 Nett. This close competition saw Jeff Hollingsworth, Michael Izzy, Alan Crozier and Phil Wright scoop 3rd place with 63 Nett on countback. 

The memorable day was followed by a dinner and prize distribution ceremony.
